
Reduce ~ Reuse ~ Revamp ~ Recycle 
Rubbish Revamped aims to inspire the imaginative use of resources 

 
 

A selection of recycled craft activities for drop-ins or longer workshops 
For children, young people and adults 

Further activities are available for sessions lasting 2 hours 
 

 
CD sun-catchers 
 
Using: 
Old cards, CDs, old seeds; 
also glitter, string 
 
Suitable age 5+ 
Timing: around 10-20 min 
 
Popular ‘drop-in & make’ 
activity 
 
Timing: 10 min(or longer for 
those enjoying 
embellishments) 

 
 

   

 
 
Greeting card gift boxes 
 
Using: 
Old greeting cards 
 
Suitable for age 10+ 
 
Good as a drop-in event 
 
Timing: 20 min 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Petals hangings 
 
Using: 
Juice cartons, cards, buttons; 
also glitter 
 
Suitable for age 8+ 
Timing: 45 min + 

 
 

 



Reduce ~ Reuse ~ Revamp ~ Recycle 
Rubbish Revamped aims to inspire the imaginative use of resources 

 
 
 
Junkmail jewellery 
 
Using: 
Any paper, junkmail, envelopes, maps, comics 
 
Suitable for 12+ 
Timing: one hour with previous preps; 2 hours from 
scratch. 
Usually for up to 8 people. Not for a short turn-around 
drop-in. 

 
 

 

 
 
Button bracelets 
 
Using: 
Buttons 
 
Suitable for age 8/10 + 
 
All the rage – very popular with all 
ages, including children and adults. 
Timing: 20 min 

 
 
              

 

 

 

 

 
 
Personalised notebooks 
 
Using: material scraps, used 
envelopes, used paper, felt, ribbons or 
pipe cleaners, cereal boxes or 
cardboard, junkmail, old calendars 
 
Suitable for age 10+ 
Timing: 1 hour with previous 
preparations; 2 hours from scratch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Flying fish on a stick 
 
Using: 
CDs, junkmail or old 
magazines or comics, 
googley eyes, chopsticks, 
fruit bag netting, sweet 
wrappers 
 
Suitable age 5+ 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

     
 



Reduce ~ Reuse ~ Revamp ~ Recycle 
Rubbish Revamped aims to inspire the imaginative use of resources 

 
CD sun-catcher garland ~  
Mad Hatters Tea Party style 
 
Using: old CDs, greeting cards, buttons 
and beads 
 
Suitable age 8 + 
Timing: 20-30 min                       
 

                      
 

 

 
Juice carton wallets 
 
Using: old juice cartons 
 
Suitable for age 8+ 
 
Timing: about 15 min 

 
Greeting card baubles 
 
Using: 
Old cards, card from food 
packaging, ribbons 
 
Suitable for age 10+ 
 
Timing: 40-50 min 

 
        

         

 

 
 


